Virtual screening: a real screening complement to high-throughput screening.
Virtual screening is being routinely used as an integral part of today's hit-identification strategies for, on one hand, prioritizing large corporate screening collections and, on the other hand, to extend the scope of screening to external databases. A brief description of the essential elements required for virtual screening and an application example to the identification of agonist hits for the oestrogen receptor subtype ER alpha are presented.